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TI tis a big, fat deal for most of us. Regardless of body
.ra size, most of us have some kind of relationship 
with fat. But what is fat? Are you fat? W hat does this 
mean in a world that measures itself as too fat-no matter 
what? Some people think fat is just a construct. If fat is a 
construct how can we begin to grasp the parameters of 
that structure?. Can you describe fat? Smell it? Taste it? 
Feel it? 
Everyone has their own line, of course-what is the line 
for you? Is that line different when it's not you? W hat 
about who you're with? Fat is power. Fat is lack of power. 
Fat is identity. If you claim fat for yourself ,  is it yours to 
claim? W hat is it with all these skinny girls who think 
they're fat? Isn't there a difference between being told 
you're fat by society and actually being fat? Are these 
women our friends and allies? Some say "How dare they 
call themselves fat! Doesn't that make us invisible?" But 
who is this "us," this "we," this "fat community" anyway? 
Some of us are fat, chubby, super size, skinny, thin-it 
depends on whose dictionary you're reading. W hat does 
a 400-pound woman have in common with a 200-pound 
one? Or with a 100-pound woman who thinks she's fat 

because she's been told it all her life? W hat are our 
differences? How can we communicate with each other 
when it seems we are speaking different languages and 
looking through different lenses? 
We don't claim to have the answers. We just wanna talk 
about it. We're here to give fat dykes and our friends a 
space to get down and dirty with this stuff. If something 
in these pages pushes your buttons, tell us about it! 
And speaking of pushing buttons, we've been quite busy 
doing that and more since the last issue of Fat Girl. We 
made some really amazing f riends and connections at 
Out Write, a national queer writers conference, where we 
were part of a panel (to scare the skinny white boys pub­
lishing glossy gay fashion mags) and gave a workshop 
about self -publishing; we guest-lectured a class at UC­
Santa Cruz (in which Fat Girl was required reading!); 
we participated on a panel at the Readers and Writers II 
conference here in San Francisco; and were guests on 
Prime T ime with Joan Jett Blakk, a local talk show. 
We're fantasizing about getting a bus and going on tour­
let us know if you'd like to hostess us in your town! 

-Barbarism and Max for FaT GiRL._
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